Chorangiomatosis: Evaluation of a placental vascular lesion and related clinical effects.
Chorangiomatosis is a unique placental vascular abnormality that can cause growth retardation and even fetal demise in severe cases. In this study we aim to better understand this lesion and the possible clinical implications. In this study 170 placentas were evaluated, both grossly and microscopically. The patients' charts were reviewed and relevant clinical data were extracted. In the histological examination, presence of placental lesions including chorangiomatosis (focal, multifocal and diffuse) and chorangiosis was determined and possible correlation between placental findings and clinical outcomes investigated. Among the 170 placentas examined, 42 cases of multifocal chorangiomatosis (25.6%), 7 cases with diffuse chorangiomatosis (4.26%), and 56 cases of focal chorangiomatosis (34.1%) were identified. We found that there is a significant correlation between multifocal/diffuse chorangiomatosis and adverse clinical outcomes including lower birth weight and NICU admission. Chorangiomatosis can significantly affect the outcomes of pregnancy and more research is needed to better understand this lesion.